Meet New Staff of Assistance Dogs

Marilyn Lazarus, Staff Trainer

s Murilyn begun with
ADAIl'in October 1997 us
a volunteer, then us u
trainer, Truining Director
und, most recently, us
the Client Services
Director. Muarilyn left
ADAI in October of
2006. She hus returned
to ADAI working purt
time with the doys in
their finul stuges of
fraining. She attends
onh-goiny educutional
seminurs und enjoys
discussing training
technigues over the Internet with many different
k9 oriented yroups.

Leslie Osterhout, Apprentice Trainer
Leslie Osterhout
becume our Appren-
tice Truiner in Februury
of 2008. Leslie hud
doys, uhd many other
animuils, since she wus
u child. She ulways
wunted to have u
cureer in the unimal
field. She hud muny
jobs working with
animuals und hus
enjoyed them ull. She
currently hus three
Portuguese Wuter Doys, which she is training in
ayility and obedience. She enjoys showiny them
in conformation on weekends. She looks forward
to breeding them ufter they puss ull their
required tests.
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Rhonda DeKoninck, Prison Puppy Coordinator
Rhondu DeKoninck,

Prison Puppy Coordinu-

tor, oversees the work of

the Inmute puppy

truiners in the Toledo

Correctional Fucility &

the Northeust pre-

releuse Centerin

Clevelund. She uttends

weekly fraining sessions

in Toledo & monthly

sessions in Clevelund.

Rhondu ulso coordinutes

the furlough volunteers

and helps with training

the doys ut the fucility.

Rhondu enjoys wutching the uhigque personali-
ties euch of the doys in her program display.

Dawn Hammer, Client Services Coordinator
Dawh Hummer joined

Assistunce Doys in

December 2006 us the

Client Services Director.

She held that position

until August 2007 und

then moved to Kansus

City with her husbund so

he could work on u 9-12

month work project.

Dawnh returned to usin

Muay 2008 und is how the

purt-time Client Services

Coordinutor. She is

responsible for

interviewing potential

clients, orgunizing und facilituting feam training
und gruduute uctivities, graduute follow up
visits, certifications, und recertifications. The best
part of being ut ADAI for Duwnh is meeting the
many wonderful clients und seeing the umuzing
relationships that form between them and their
ussistunce doy. She cun ulso yet her “biy doy
fix,” while leuving dll the huir ut the officel
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Assistunce Doys of Americd, Inc. helps children and adults with disabilities achieve gredter independence
by fraining and placing service und therapy doys to ussist with the individudl’s ddily heeds.

Fall 2008 Newsletter

Assistance Dogs of

America, Inc. Welcomes

Their New Executive Director

Bill Wolfe, Ph.D., hus been hamed the
new executive director of Assistance
Doys of Americy, Inc.

Dr. Wolfe, whose cureer spuns 35 yeurs
in the public aund private sectors, holds
a Doctorute in Heulth Promotion and
Humun Performunce und u Muster of
Science und Educution in Public Health.
He has over 15 yeurs of reseurch aund
practice in the ureus of volunteer
training und pet therapy and fraining.
Dr. Wolfe is the parent of an adult
daughter with multiple disabilities

und is un avid doy owher with therapy
doys, yoldendoodle (Luke) und
labradoodle (Sunkay).

As ADAI's executive director, Dr. Wolfe
plans to leud the organization in
expunding its services und
transitioning to g hew heudqyuaurters in
Sylvaniu. He will do so with the help of
over 14 staff und 136 volunteers.

“The crew here at Assistance Doys

of Americy, Inc. is funtastic,” says Dr.
Wolfe. "Not only are they dll extremely
dedicuted, but they dre dlso very
knowledyeuble ubout their work.
That’s a rare combination to find these
days.”

In addition to overseeinyg duily
operutions, Dr. Wolfe will also will work
on the expunsion of services,
particularly in fraining doys to ussist

clients with autism und veteruns with
post-traumatic stress disorder.

Dr. Wolfe's diverse buckyground
includes militury service, business
owher, consultunt und conygressional
ligison. He hus contracted with
federdl, stute und county government
agencies and has been successful in
securing federdl grants. He has served
oh humerous bourds including Project

Wags&é\heels

SEARCH, Sylvania Parthers in Education
and the Ability Center of Gredter
Toledo. Currently, he is serving us u
bourd member of Project SCOUT ut
The University of Toledo und on the
Lucas County Bourd of MRDD.

Dr. Wolfe is u former professor in the
College of Educution at the University
of Toledo and visiting faculty in the
College of Business.




Thank You for Making Dealin’ Dogs Such a Success

Assistance Doys of America, Inc. was
deult a roydl flush ut the third unnual
and most successful Deulin® for Doys
to date! Over $30,000 wus raised at
the fundruising event on Saturday,
August 23, 2008. Throughout the
eveninyg, upproximately 400 guests
enhjoyed playiny poker aund black
jack by Impuact Fun, edating City-Q-
Burbeyue und listening to the music
of Jeff Stewart and DJ Doh Ruwlins. A
few lucky guests had the opportunity
to play bluck juck with celebrity
dedlers, Melissu Voetsch and Jerry
Anderson. Jerry ulso stepped in us
auctioneer to help with our seven biy
ticket items, including d trip to Orlundo
and a beautiful heckluce from

C. Sterling Jewelers.

Doy lovers cuddled two puppies in
training, which arrived at the event us
“Puppy #1” and “Puppy #2.” The teums
of the Doy Ruce und the high rollers
at the tubles competed for the
opportunity to hame the puppies.
Guests formed teums aund chose u doy
jockey to compete in the Doy Ruce.
The six jockeys lined up with u doy
puppet oh one hund und wuited for
the spin of a wheel to show how many
spuces to race auheud. The team khowh
us “The Bur,” referring to the volunteers
serving drinks, cheered us their
Chihudhuuy, held by jockey, Frances
Jagielski crossed the finish line first. The
Bar appropriately numed the puppy
Brewster. At the end of the hight, Joe
McGowdun wonh the right to hame
Brodie with $62,000 in chips. To round
out the eveniny, guests eugerly wuited
for their names to be drawn for raffle
prizes, bid on silent auction items and

Assistunce Doys mude u hole-in-one
with our ninth annhuul Golf Clussic
spohsored by AK Tube LLC! The
fundruising event wus held on May 19,
2008 ut Stone Ridye Golf Club in
Bowling Green, Ohio. Amony the
yolfers were members of the Fraternal
Order of Euyles of Bryun, Ohio, who
followed up lust yeaur’s donution with
another $15,000 to sponsor u doy! Our
Tournument Sponsor, AK Tube LLC, dlso
joined the yolf fournament, alony with
representatives from MWD Loyistics,
Yoder Machinery, Hylant Group and
Sighature Bank, N.A. You couldn’t miss
the Laux fuamily golf teum, who wore
their pride on their sleeve - literdlly!
The purents, grandparents and sister
of recent gruduute, Sumantha, all
wore shirts with u picture of her und
her service doy, Dylun. At the dinner
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supported their favorite charity of the

night, Assistunce Doys of Americu, Inc.

Thank you fo our sponsors:

THERMARTRU

DOORS

D

Americun Home Elevutor Co.
Fire Tech Sprinkler, Inc.
Franklin Park Vision

Hansons Windows und Sidiny
Impuct Fun

Mercy Heuth Parthers

Sum’s Club

Welch Publishiny

A-W Insurance

Criticul Business Analysis, Inc.

followiny the yolf tournament, guests
welcomed yraduute, Zuc Zies, who
spoke ubout the improvement his
service doy, Zune, mude on his life.
Thank you to dll of the sponsors,
donors, golfers, dinher guests und
volunteers who supported this event!

We could not have mude this event us

successful without your help!

Invisible Fence

ISCG

Owens-lllinois, Inc.
Payak-Dubbs Insurance
Promedicu Hedlth System
Sharon Quuttlebauum
Linda K. Recker, LLC
Rudolph/Libbe
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, Inc.
Universul Metuls
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Thank you to the following spohsors ahd dohors of our hinth Ahhudl Golf Classic:

£< AK Tube LLC

A Subsidiary of AK 51eel Corporatior

Owens lllinois, Inc.
Tom und Teddy Meyer
MWD Loyjistics
Chuarlie’s Dodye
Yoder Machinery
Hylant Group
Sighuture Bunk, N.A.

Franklin Park Vision

Fort Dodygye Animul Heulth
Ottawua Hills Travel Compuny
Northwest Ohio Conyenitul Heurt
Center

Nusreen und Suminu Bhumbru
K9 Couching by Diho

T&S Tool und Supply Co.
Wauseoh Schools

Congratulations to Our Newest Graduates!

Our mission of helping children and adults with disabilities achieve greater independence by

training and placing service and therapy dogs shines in the stories of our recent graduates:

—

Asher Nikolajevs and Gracie

Asher Nikoldjevs lives in Berlin Heights,
Ohio with his parents, Vic und Leisq,
and his brother, Sum. Asher is a student
at Berlin Heights Elementary and loves
trains, animals, butterflies and listening
to stories. His family lovingly refers to him
as “hature boy” becuuse he loves the
outdoors. Asher has a condition that
has caused him to become visually
impuired und due to his blindness he
likes u lot of compdunionship. After
team training in March, Asher received
therapy doy Gracie. His purents

hope that Gracie cun provide that
compunionship for him. They dlso hope
Gracie will provide him with continued
comfort und security.

Jefferson Elementary/
Chamberlin Hill and Jewels

We had a speciul return engugement
from one of our graduates during our
therapy doy class in March, Jewels,
the school therapy doy from Jefferson
Elementury und Chumberlin Hill
Infermediate Schools in Findlay, Ohio.
Becuuse we require uny stuff at the
schools who want to work with one of
the therapy doys to go through the
training, we had fwo staff members
from the schools in attendance, Karlene

Weiss und Ginger O’Connell. We even had
a speciul guest trainer come for two duays,
Karlene’s son Ahdrew, who looks forward to
working with Jewels ufter school and over
the summer. Now Jewels can do her good
work in Karlene's preschool cluss and
Ginger’s MH clusses.

Sunset Retirement House and Lily

Facility therapy doy, Lily, was matched
with the Sunset Retirement House. After the
fraining, she has taken up residence with
plenty of hew people to tuke care of und
visit every day. Lyndud Bruhe, the Resident
Services Director, hopes thut Lily will help
to provide compaunionship to muny of their
residents at Sunset House und combut
loneliness, a mujor plague of the elderly.
Lily will also offer the opportunity for residents
to assist in caring for her in various ways,
combuting the feelings of helplessness and
boredom, two other mujor issues with elderly
people. Lily hus dlreudy been observed

as positively impacting some memory
impuired residents’ ubility to communhicate
more fluently. Some residents who have
been coynitively chullenged due to
dementia have trouble clearly expressing
their thoughts. After spending time with Lily,
they have begun to communicute better,
in full sentences, with unbroken thought
putterns. Much joy is seen on muny faces,
bringing back memories of the doys they
loved and took cure of many yeurs ago.

Seana Beavers and Rosie

Seunu Beuavers lives in Toledo, Ohio und
enjoys watching TV, falking on the phone
and us we found during team training, just
talking in general. She ulso how loves to
sing sonys ubout Rosie her new service

doy. Rosie is the first standurd poodle
that we have placed us a service doy
and Seunu hus loved explaining to dll
kinds of people during our outings about
just how special Rosie is. Seuna is very
speciul too, und says that her condition,
lumbosacral agenesis is just a long word
for no legs and part of a spine. She is
looking forward to Rosie giving her
compuny ut her home and ygiving her

d redson o smile in the morning.

Samantha Laux and Dylan

Sumuntha Laux is 19 years old und
attendinhyg college at Wright State
University, where she is majoring in
sociul work. She loves reuding and
muking curds und is uctive in the group,
Quiet Love, u sigh launguauge ministry
where the purticipunts sing in sign
lahguuge. When she’s not at school,
she lives with her mom and dad, Gdil
and Chris and her younger sister, Sarah
oh their farm in Bellville, Ohio surrounded
by horses, gouts, chickens and how
doy. Sumantha has experienced
hedaring loss, is visudlly impaired and has
poor balunce due to Neurofibromatosis.
She was matched with Dylun and she
says that now she will have to think
about how things uffect him not just
herself. She has become more fearful
becuuse of her loss of hearing aund sight
and she says that Dylan makes her feel
u lot sufer. She wus outside the other
duy with Dylan und she was so
comfortuble und secure with him by her
side thut she fell usleep in the sun. She
suid that before she hever would have
done that because she would have
been too scared without him. Sumantha
has been enjoying school these last

few months with Dylan as her new

compunion und purther.

Continued on Next Page




CONGRATULATIONS Continued from Previous Page

Connie King and Emily

Connhie King is from Stronhysville, Ohio
and lives with her husbund, Tom and
son, Auron. Cohnie has mulfiple
sclerosis aund is u member of a support
group for the disabled. Connie is also
very uctive in church uctivities. Other
hobbies include: making greeting
cuards, floral arranging, shoppinyg,
movies and going out with friends.
Cohnie wus puired with Emily a yellow
lab who she hopes will help her with
doors, retrieving the phonhe and beiny
her special compunion.

Jane Zbierajewski and Carson

June Zbierdjewski, or June Z, us we like
to cdall her lives in Oregon, Ohio.
Thouyh she lives ulone, she has a very
large family that she loves spending
time with. She retired from teaching

with Toledo Public Schools five yeurs ago
and she helps with the 4 und § year old
Sunday school cluss at her church. She
enjoys reading, knitting and water aero-
bics. Juhe hus Cerebral Palsy and was
matched with her service golden retriever
service doy, Curson. She suys

that she is so huppy because, Carson has
brought her indepenhdence, once aguin.
She could ho lohger go anywhere by
herself becuuse she could not lift her
wdlker. Carson how makes it possible for
her to go unywhere she wunts. She hud not
been uble to attend her water aerobics
classes for almost a year, how she caun
enjoy the water once more. She would like
to say, "Thank you from the bottom of my
heart to dll the people muking the rest of
Cuarson und my life together possible.
Words cun never describe the gratitude |
have for euch of you, My Angels in Disguise!
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Ryan Eltzroth and Jay

Ryan Eltzroth is from Hungtington, IN and
lives with his wife Heather and youny son,
Chuse. Ryan hus paralysis due to a spinal
cord injury he hud in a parachute acci-
dent. He is involved in Veterans wheelchair
gumes and wheelchuir basketball at
Turnstone. He enjoys fishing, hunting, target
shooting and unything outdoors. Ryan
feels that his Service doy, Jay, will help him
go out more into the public and hot feel so
self-conscious. He dlso feels that having a
service doy will help him feel more in
control of his life because he will be dable to
do more on his own. Before he received

Jay, Ryan wrote us, | would be the

best owner for u service dog und would
take greut care of it. | don’t khnow
anybody who loves doygs us much ds
me and my family. | can’t wait fo get
onhe.” Ryun would like to be dble to
educute people ubout disubilities und
their ddily lives.

o &

Maureen Patterson and Jordon

IR

Maureen Patterson is from Pickerington,
Ohio und lives with her husband,
Wayne. She has three children and u
granddaughter, Antonia. Maureen has
Parkinson’s Disease und belohys to two
Parkinson Diseuse support groups in her
ared, She is ulso un uctive member of
Seton Parish Catholic Church. Maureen
enjoys playing with Antonid, scrapbook-
ing und taking care of her family, which
now includes Jordan. Maureen believes
Jordun will help her returh to g more
independent lifestyle. She believes his
help will be a wonderful asset to her
accommoduating to Parkinson ‘s
disease. She will have a best friend who
is always there und she will never be
dlone. Muureen would like to suy “thank
you and muy God bless you aubundant-
ly” to dll those associauted with ADAI.

Graduate Buzz

Here are a few fun and interesting stories about
past graduates and their service dogs!

Bree takes to the BIG City...ADAI
gruduute, Mutt Burford, celebruted his
16th birthday this past November in
Chicugo. It wus Mutt und Service Doy
Bree's first frip to the big city. Bree did
famously on the dirplane and the flight
uttendunt even gyuve her ice chips to
chew duriny tukeoff und landing. Once
in Chicugo, Bree did umuazingly well
for her first big city trip. The first three
times they crossed the busy street, Bree
bualked and tried to pull Matt back to
the sidewulk. Of course, hundreds of
fpeople ure yuickly moving ucross the
street und she cuused u few back-ups
and trips, but with a few firm *no’s” she
got over it yuickly and didn’t bualk the
rest of the trip. Happily for Matt, every
city bus in Chicago has a wheelchair
ramp und Bree went on und off busses
all weekend without u hitch. Potty
bredks were chullenyging the first day
since there wus no gruss within u
30-minutfe walk from the hotel. She
finally used d large plunter (with trees,
shrubs & flowers) for her potty bredks
the rest of the trip. Another fuhny issue
wus Bree ubsolutely refused to wulk on
lights that were imbedded in the
sidewulk. She stopped with ho
warhing or pulled Matt around them.
Aguin, it wus u bit of un issue with the
crowds, but hot u big deul. Allin dll,
Bree did funtustic! She’s just happy to
be with Mutt, so wherever he needs to
Jo, she's 99% willing to go too.

Tucker takes a cruise...\Who suys you
cun’t feuch u doy hew tricks, or huve
u doy uct like a cut? Well certainly
not graduute, Tyler Yoder ahd mom,
Jennil Tucker ussisted Tyler while
vucutioning with his family on a cruise.
As we dll know, u doy cun’t “breuk” in
the oceudn. So in ho time at dll Tucker
wus un old pro ut using the kitty litter
box in his cabin. Good thinking Yoders,
and GREAT job Tucker!

Bathtime for Cooper...Graduute,
Susun Pence, had a great time taking
service doy, Cooper to Pet Supplies
Plus, Reynoldsburg, Ohio for a bath.
The store she went to had two elevated
tubs and one closer to the floor. The
employees even helped her yet Cooper
into the tub. The tubs hud steps up to
the tub door, but Cooper still heeded
cohvinhcing. Susun’s heurt missed a
beut when she tried to leud d cleun
and dry Cooper to the stairs and he
preferred to jump out insteud! Susun
suid she leurned two thihgs: Always
bring a dry shirt to chaunye into (the
plastic upron doesn’t do the trick),
and she wishes she had leurned
ubout buth time at Pet Supplies Plus u
lony time ayo. To find locutions, visit
www.petsuppliesplus.com. Muke sure
to cull aheud to mMake sure stores in
your dreu ure equipped with u doy
wash room. Thanks, Susun, for sharing
this information!

The “Magic” of Bissell...Muyic, who is
Tiffin City School’s therapy doy, was
onhe of the 75 semi-finalists in Bissell’s
Most Valuuble Pet photograph contest.
He received the most votes for the 11th
voting period. "Without the community
support, it wouldn’t have happened,”
his cureyiver und handler, Suzanne
Reinhuart stated. Great job, Muyic...
You're a tfrue winnerl

ADAI Wish List

Assistunce Doys of Americy, Inc.
always uccepts in-kind donations.
Pleuse look over this list and feel free
to contact us with any questions
about these items! You will receive a
receipt with the value of the donation!
You muy drop off donations at our
facility or cull us at 419-825-3622 to
arrange for u pick up.

Our Dogs Wish For:

e 2 yf Stuinless steel doy bowls

o 6 foof leuther leushes

o 6 foot roydl blue hylon leushes

o Airlines crates (uny size)

e Buby shampoo und conditioner

e Blunkets

e Doy brushes: soft bristle, gentle
slicker and shedding blade

o Doy toothpuste

e Doy toys (dll types)

e Doy treuts: Eukanuba Puppy
tredts, Tots by Premier, Chicken,
liver or beef jerky, Old Mother
Hubbard, Zen Puppy treuts,
Chuarlee Beur, Nutro Max bones,
Zukes, Bil-Jack Liver treuts, Zen
Puppy treuts

e Kongs-medium aund large

o Large nuil files

o Metdl folding crates (uny size)

e Miracle cout conditiohing spray

e Molecule bdalls

o Nylubones-original/wolf size

o Outmedul shumpoo und condi-
tioner

o Puppy toys (@ll types)

® Rope toys/Tuy toys

e Scissor type lurge doy huil
chippers

o NO RAWHIDES PLEASE

Wish List for Facility:

e 2 ihch thick by 1 foot lony dowel
rods

e Air Fresheners

o Anfibacterial dish soup

o Antibaucteriul hand soup

e Curd tubles

e Cotton bdlls

e Floor mop cleuner

e Kitchen scrub brushes

e Laundry detergent (ho bleuch)

e Mop

e Pledye furniture polish

e Roundup Concentruted

o Toilet bowl brushes

o Toilet puper

e TwoO cup meusuring cups

o Zip lock buys (any size)
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Thank You, Chicks for Charity!

Assistance Doys of Americy, Inc. would like to thank Chicks for Charity for host-
ing a wonderful event, The 2008 Chicks Mix. The event was held on July 17 atf the
Toledo Zoo und dlmost 500 Chicks auttended! Assistance Doys of Americd, Inc. is
very honored to be the recipient of Chicks for Charity’s efforts this year.

Once a yeur Chicks for Charity designates a charity, and

dll of their efforts for the year will go toward raising funds and awdareness for that
orgunization. It may be d lunch for u few hundred chicks raising thousunds of
dollars; or it could be a few chicks enjoying u cold beer und deciding to end
the evening by writing g check to the charity. All women cun be Chicks for
Chuarity and any event is reason enough to donate to their selected speciul

charity.

If you are interested in learning more about Chicks for Charity, pledse visit them
online at www.chicksforcharity.net

Thank Youl!!

Assistunce Doys of Americu, Inc. would like
to thank Sadowski’s Produce on Airport
Hwy. for recently donating mum plants to
assist us in thanking our volunteers of the

facility for visiting clients und stuff,

Sadowski’s Produce
12815 Airport Highway, Swanton, OH 43558.
Phone: 419-826-4282. Open: Muy-October

yedr at our volunteer pichic. Sudowski’s has daily 8 um- 8 pm. Fall corn muze, pumpukins
dlso donuted flowers to help spruce up our

Volunteer Spotlight

Assistunce Doys of Americy, Inc. utilizes
mauny dedicuted volunteers. Our volunteers
dre the buckbone of our orgunization und
we wunt to recoyhize them for everything
they do to help us in the mission of helpiny
children und udults with disubilities uchieve
greuter independence through the truining
and placing of service und therapy doys to
ussist with their duily needs. We developed
this hew section of our hewsletter where we
will spotlight u couple of our volunteers. We
hope you enjoy leurning more ubout these
speciul people!

Jenni Yoder, Board President of
Assistance Dogs of America, Inc.

I am a true believer in looking for good things
in bad situations. ADAI wus ohe of the yood
things that happened to me becuuse of my
son’s illness. Tyler had a cuncerous brain tumor
when he wus 7. The tumor und its various
treatments left him with many disubilities. My
husbund and | worked ftirelessly o keep him
uctive und involved in life. We were lookiny
for somethiny speciul that would give Tyler
more confidence und help him be more
sociul. We found ADAI. Tyler wus puired with

Duke und within weeks he wus ho lonyer
using u wheelchuir. Tyler wus up und wulking
with the dide of Duke. Tyler’s sociul skills
improved. His speech improved und so did his
self confidence. Duke did thinys for Tyler thut
no person could do. He wus his best friend.

ADAI gave our entire family a wonderful yift,
Duke didn’t see Tyler us u handicupped boy
but us his muster und friend. Tyler suw Duke us
u “chick mugnet.”

Continued on Next Page

Volunteer Spotlight continued from Previous Page

When one receives a giff, one should give
back! So, | begun volunteering. Soon | found

myself heading the Speciul Events Committee.

We orgunized the ADAI golf outing aund | was
lucky enouygh to host the first Bow Wow Bush
and Deudlin’ for Doys! Although these events
tuke u lot of time und enheryy, | cun’t gyive
buck enouyh for whut ADAI guve Tyler!

Toduy, | am servihy us President of the

Bourd of Directors. In my 9 yeurs us un ADAI
volunteer, | huve seen this orgunizution yrow
and muture. A yeur ugo Duke pussed uwuy
and Tyler received u hew service doy. Tucker
wigyled his way into our heurts and Tyler is
sporfing a new chick magnet! | wus very
impressed by the ADAI staff us | went through
cluss with Tyler und Tucker. | um proud to

be purt of the mauny volunteers who yive
their heurts and their time to making this
orgunization work. ADAI is u cluss act! My
volunteerism is hot work. It's a chance to yive
buck to ADAI so thut someohe else cun huve
their own Duke und Tucker!

The Park Family, Furlough Volunteers

The Park Fumily includes Rebeccu und
Robert, their children Ruchel (12), Jonuthan
(16) und David (19). They ulso huve Mochu, u
4-yeur-old Shih Tzu, therapy und agility doy;
Rylee, u 3-yeur-old Yellow Lub, therupy doy
and former ussistance doy trainee who waus
disyuulified due to hips; Juvu, 1-yeur-old Mini

Austrdliun Shepherd, ayility doy, conformution;

Qliver, their gray cut and Rufus, u dwarf
hamster. If dll of that wusn’t enough - the
family dlso took in Kuhlua, u chocolute
Lubradoodle one week u month us Furlough
Volunteers. Furlough volunteers tuke puppies

that are being training in one of our prison
programs into their home one week a month
to help with fruining and sociulization. This
furlough time ullows the doys to leurn more
ubout the sights, sounds aund smells of u
normal home environment.

Kahluu is the first prison puppy for the Park
family with Assistance Doys of Americu und
they huve mude Kuhluu very much u part of
the fumily. You cun see in the photo of Kuhluu,
Ruchel und Mochu thut they performed in
the Ohio Stute Fuir’s Assistunce Cluss und he
wus du big WINNER!

Rachel und Kahluu were a fantustic teum
and performed beuutifully! It wus u very proud
moment for them and for Kuhlua’s inmate
trauiners ut the Northeust Pre-Releuse Center.
Ruchel is ulwuys uick to muke sure they yet
their share of credit becuuse the Purk Fumily
definitely recognizes how instrumental they
have been in Kahlud’s training. “We feel very
blessed to shure custody with them,” suid
Rebeccu Purk. Seven doy/hundlers showed
in Assistfance Cluss, two yualified for trophies
and Kahluu was one of the twol

Judy Eckel, Foster Family and
Agility Class Volunteer

Judy Eckel und her husbund Ted begun
volunteering for ADAI N 1998 us u foster fumily
for Cuesur, u yellow lub. Ten yeurs und 10
foster doys luter, they ure still enjoying their
work for the orgunization. In 2000, Judy beygyun
volunteering ut the fucility twice a month,
helping with groominy und training the doys,
us well us doing community events. In 2003,
she occusionully uccompunied Murilyn
Lazarus, then the client services director,

on interviews und recertifications. In 2004,
Brendu Keller, the Volunteer Coordinutor
usked Judy to help with presentutions und
Foster Fumily Fun Nights, which evolved into
Summer Ayility. Judy how ussists with the
Speukers Bureuu training in addition to giving
presentutions und coordinating Summer
Agility classes. Judy und Ted live in Maumee
with their duughters Elizabeth und Kristen,
Shooper, u 13-yeur-old Beuyle und Bluke u
4-yeur-old yolden retriever (un ADAI Fubulous
Flunkie). The doys they huve fostered ure:

Cuesur, Frusier, Edison, Allie, Jennu, Ebony,
Bluke, Beccu und Chopyper. They ure presently
fostering Myles, a black lub und are ubout to
emburk on u hew ADAI udventure, furloughing
u Toledo Correctional Institute prison puppy.

Mary Ann Dwyer, Facility Volunteer

You cun tell Mary Ann Dwyer hus a way

with the animals at Assistance Doys. Ahytime
there is u doy upset or whining, Mary Ann just
speuks sweetly, strokes their heud und the
doy is suddenly culmer. Thut loving touch
may come from her buckground us u critical
cure RN. Mdry Anh comes to the fucility to
groom, buthe, exercise, ussist in truining und
generdlly care for ull of the doys. You cunh tell
the doys just love her und you cun ulso tell
that she loves the doys!

Mary Ann hus three sohs und while they were
growing up she wus involved in their sports,
music und volunteering ut their schools. She
hus lots of fravel in her buckground us she hus
lived in seven stutes: Ml, WI, OK, PA, MD, TX
and OH. While living in MD she volunteered ut
un ulpucu furm! Some of her hobbies include
hiking, jogying, wulking her doy, Jusper,
biking und cross-country skiing. She loves
nuture und birds but hus ulwuys had u specidl
place in her heart for cuts und doys. She
suid, "ADAl is more thun volunteer work for
me, workinyg with the doys is u pussion. | look
forwurd to every time | um with them! One
lady who received one of the doys returned
for u visit und wus u transformed person. She
had a new leuse on life with her black lub
ADAI gave her. You could see it in her eyes.
Need | suy more?”

Assistance Dogs could not help as
many people as we do without
volunteers like Jenni, Judy, the Park
family and Mary Ann. We want to say
a special thank you to these and all
of our volunteers for believing in our
mission and doing everything you do.
If you are interested in volunteering
for Assistance Dogs of America, Inc.
please contact Karen Swariz-Dowling,
our Volunteer Coordinator at
419-825-3622 ext. 221.



